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Herewith the materials you requested earlier this morning. 

1. A Chronology: 

-- Vice President Humphrey's Salt L a ke City speech was 
delivered on September 30. ( Tab A) 

-- Mac Bundy's speech was delivered on October 12, appearing 
in full in the New York Times of October 13. (Tab B ) 

— Le Due Tho left Pauls on October 14, arriving in Hanoi 
October 17 after a substantial stopover in Moscow and, probably, 
an overnight in Peking. 

-- On October 13, we received Thieu's "immediate and unequivocal 
concurrence for our instructions to Harriman and Vance. 



— We presented our proposition in Paris on October 15 and 
found that Xuan Thny was not prepared to move on "the next day" -- 
beginning almost two weeks of Hanoi stalling. 

— The first date in which we find TUeu beginning to t hi n k that 
'Johnson and Humphrey will be replaced and then Nixon could change 
the U. S. position" is October 17. Items focusing on the U. S. election 
and the possibility of resisting a bombing halt run steadily from that 
time down through November 1st. 

2. Comment: 


I have no doubt that Vice President Humphrey's spsech — 
and perhaps Mac Bandy's — bad some effect on thinking in Saigon. I have 
no doubt that Saigon honestly believed that the timing of the bombing halt 
proposition was related to an effort to strengthen Humphrey's hand, thus 
making them susceptible to the delaying tactic that, in fact, they followed. 

It is possible that Mac Bundy's speech had something to do with Le Due Tho's 
departure from Paris; although the rather elaborate arrange ment s in Moscow 
for his reception and his high-level interviews there make it likely that his 
return to Hanoi via Moscow was laid on earlier. It may be that the delay 
from October 15 to October 27 was connected with: 
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— a desire of Hanoi to avfeid a final decision until Le Due Tho could 
confer with his Politburo colleagues at length on the negotiation; and 

-- that the stalling tactics ofrer that period were designed to buy time 
for this purpose; to test President Johnson on whether the deal could 
be improved in the light of a possible anxiety of the President to have 
the bombing pause well before the election; or both. 
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